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APRIL MEETING
CANCELLED
President’s Message
April 2020
Dear SMVGS Members and
Friends,
What a month it has been! Many
are at home and love the simpler,
quieter life. Some are at home and
worried about the future of their
employment. Family and friends
may be keeping in touch by way of
video-conferencing
or
by
accidentally running into them at
the grocery store. A few of you
may be working from home. All of
these
new
and
unusual
circumstances because of the
COVID-19 pandemic of 2020 have
been unsettling. It won’t shock you, then, that we’re not meeting this
week on Thursday.
We’re wondering when life will get back to normal. We’re missing
some of our friends, grandchildren, and foods. Are you spending
more time reading, researching your ancestors, watching TV or
YouTube? Maybe you’ve taken up gardening? Perhaps you’re trying
out new recipes, if you can find all of the ingredients at the store.
Well, it has been odd to not have our monthly meeting for two
months in a row, now. Even though each summer we take a twomonth break, I’m definitely missing my Society friends and get
togethers. Let’s hope that the virus fizzles out soon and that those
who are ill will make a strong recovery.
Thanks to Stephanie Bishop, our new Vice President, we have some
genealogical resources on the internet that are offering free access to
classes and other activities during the quarantine. She found quite a
few and I’ll share a few with you today since we won’t be meeting
this month.
(Continued on Page 2)
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These are FREE webinars from FamilyTree.com:
https://news.legacyfamilytree.com/legacy_news/2020/04/
free-webinars-each-day-the-entire-month-of-april.html
April 21 - Documenting Native American Families in 19th and 20th Century Records
by Angela Walton-Raji
April 22 - Spreadsheets 101 - Excel-lence in Genealogy by Mary Kircher Roddy
April 23 - Polled! Finding your Ancestors in New South Wales Colonial Muster and Census Returns
by Carol Baxter
April 24 - Ten Brick Wall Tips for Beginners by Marian Pierre-Louis
April 25 - Using Snag-It to Annotate a Screenshot by Cari Taplin
April 26 - The Five-story Fall: Correlating Indirect and Direct Evidence to Extend the Pedigree
by Debra Mieszala
April 27 - Organizing Your DNA Results (updated!) by Diahan Southard
April 28 - An Introduction to Spanish Surnames by Daniel Smith-Ramos
April 29 - Photography for Genealogy by Nicka Smith
April 30 - Finding Your 17th Century Ancestors in England by Paul Milner
Also, here’s a link to a thorough list from Legacy Family Tree of activities to do that you might have been
putting off:
https://news.legacyfamilytree.com/legacy_news/2020/03/
a-genealogical-to-do-list-while-you-keep-your-distance.html
As I said before, if you need something and don’t have a friend or family member who can help you, please
feel free to contact me. My family and I are doing well and have been very blessed. We’d like to be help
others, since we’re able.
One more thing, if you have a family history story or tip that you’d like to share, please send it to Mike Farris, so he can add it to our newsletter. Mike does a great job at editing our newsletter each month, but he’s
often looking for material to fill up the gaps.
I truly hope that you and your family are healthy!

Genie Says...
Bulletin Board
We'd love to help you research your family or scan your photos!

Santa Maria Family History Center
908 Sierra Madre Ave., Santa Maria, CA 93454
805-928-4722
Hours:
Mon, 10 am - 2 pm; Tue & Wed, 10 am - 2 pm & 7 pm - 9 pm

You think you’ve got
it bad. Have you ever
been quarantined to a
magic lamp for a
month?
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What I’ve Been Doing by Your Friendly Editor, Mike
I am sure all of our members have been
diligently spending their sudden wealth
of excess time researching family
history. Actually I have been. I hope
you don’t mind if I share an experience
with you.
My daughter married a Blankenship. The
family has been extremely well
documented in several books by Gayle
King Blankenship. Unfortunately, and as
you can see from the figure, if you do
not know exactly what you are looking
for, books like this can be tedious at
best and overall difficult to follow. As
many of you know, I do not use the
standard Genealogy database tools. I
find an Excel spreadsheet to be more
to my liking. What I have been doing is
converting a 400-page, (I swear) 4point type font book (again I refer you
to the picture), to my format.
Well, after the first one hundred pages
or so (literally 11,000 lines in my
spreadsheet), I decided that I needed
a change. Some of the entrees
reference the cemetery where the
family member is buried. I thought I
would take a break and visit three or
four
of
the
cemeteries
on
findagrave.com; you know, do a little
original research. It seemed like fun.
Everyone knows (I hope) what a
fantastic resource findagrave.com is.
So, how do I choose which one? Simple;
I take the first grave mentioned in
Gayle’s book: that would be Jesse
Dillon, buried at Dillon Cemetery, Franklin County, Virginia. Jesse had seven children documented in
findagrave.com.
Here I am a month later, and I have only gotten through four of his children. The amount of
information is incredible. To summarize, I have added 2600 lines to my spreadsheet. In addition, I have
gotten 9 birth certificates, 2 marriage licenses, 6 wills, 28 death certificates, 77 obituaries, 488
gravestones, 1 headstone application, 10 draft registration cards, 7 newspaper articles, 96 personal
photographs, and at least a billion new leads.
I hope all of you are having as much fun as I am.

