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Greetings from Deanna Baker 

The Newest President of the SMVGS  
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I’m a relatively new comer (15 months) to this great society and pleased and 
honored to serve among all you extraordinary members. Collectively I know we 
represent vast experience in finding our ancestors, many who are elusive. Like 
many of you, I started out (in 1970) with pencil and paper, filling out pedigree 
charts and family group sheets, writing to relatives, sending away for certificates 
and waiting sometimes weeks for a response. Kind of reminds me of my mom and 
her old wringer washer and clothes line. Fast forward to now: the age of 
computers, email, internet, and digital images. New information is becoming 
available on a daily basis. My advice to many is “if you can’t find what you’re 
looking for, set it aside and look again in a month.” You never know when that tiny 
bit of information will come available. Oh, and don’t forget we now have electric 
washers and dryers. Besides that we now have DNA matches that are opening up 
contacts with relatives we didn’t know we had, who know family history previously 
unknown to us. 
 
I was fortunate enough to grow up on a farm 15 miles from Springfield, Illinois—on 
acreage purchased by my German second great grandfather who emigrated from 
Alsace Lorraine. That was my father’s father’s side. His mother’s side emigrated 
from Ireland to the dark fertile Illinois soil during the Irish potato famine. My 
mother’s side migrated from the east and finally settled not far from Sangamon 
County in Pike and Brown County. Oh how I wished I had paid closer attention to 
all those cousins at family reunions. They all had different surnames, and as a kid 
I couldn’t figure out how we were related and really didn’t care. It was a time to 
play, have fun and enjoy fried chicken, potato salad, and homemade apple pie. I’m 
sure many of you are shaking your head and saying, “Yep, I was the same way.” 
So now we buckle down and try to recreate those relationships, and hopefully the 
next generation will be happy we did. 
 
We have some pretty exciting programs planned: Civil War records and Using 
Ancestry DNA, to name two. Two of my goals are to promote the SMVGS and 
grow our membership. So put your thinking caps on. Together we can come up 
with ideas to make our society even better than it already is. 
 

Deanna 
Ph 714-4258 
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From Our Secretary 

You may be interested in the May 2018 program 

that will be presented by the San Luis Obispo 

Genealogical Society.  For more information go 

to their website:   SLOCGS.org  

May 5, 2018 
12:15 PM  Session 1: From Tales to Docs to Stories - 

Linda Serna 
1:00 PM Business Meeting  
1:15 PM Social time; book & drawing sales, snacks, 

coffee and tea. 

1:45 PM Session 2: When the DNA Doesn't Match 

the Paper Trail - Linda Serna 
 

Linda Serna has been involved with genealogy in 

researching and writing family stories for over 35 years. 

In addition, she was privileged to work as a genealogist 

for the first season of the PBS Genealogy Roadshow 

program. Currently, she is a member of the Association 

of Professional Genealogists (past Treasurer for the 

Southern California group), the Genealogical Speakers 

Guild, the Polish Genealogical Society, the Genealogical 

Society of Hispanic America and past Vice President of 

Programs for the Orange County California Genealogical 

Society. Over the last nine years, she has written, and 

given several presentations on, various topics for 

different groups in California and New Mexico. She is 

always in the process of writing new presentations. Her 

loves, in addition to public speaking, include history, 

writing, and traveling. She especially likes seeing how 

individual family stories fit in and make up the fabric of 

history. 

Genie Says 

  

Family history is the 

past; family heritage 

is the future. 

Site of the Month 
 

From our previous President, comes this 

recommendation:  

 http://www.fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html  

As you can see, my search for ‘Farris’ resulted in 

5,000 hits. As I got the same results for ‘Eggleston,’ 

I suspect 5,000 is the max, but that is adequate for 

me. 

 

You can also see that there is a .pdf link with every 

hit. Clicking it opens the actual newspaper in .pdf 

format, not just the article, but the entire page where 

the article is. You can see a sample on the last page 

of Genie. 

 

Like most sites such as this one, there is a multitude 

of options available for your search. 

 

Thanks for the lead Sandy. 

Cite of the Month 
ñI'm half-Irish, half -Dutch, and I was born 

in Belgium. If I was a dog, I'd be in a hell of 

a mess!ò  

ɶ Audrey Hepburn  

http://www.fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/692403.Audrey_Hepburn


Tip of the Month:  

From Our Vice President 

Members might like 

to purchase a copy to 

keep handy when 

specific historical 

events need to be 

consulted. The price 

on back cover shows 

$14.99 but Google 

and other sites have 

lower prices. 

Thanks from the Editor 

I want to take a second to say THANK YOU to the 

members of the Board who have provided 

something interesting for this month’s Genie. I also 

want to encourage the other members to do the 

same. My email is:  

iam.mikeysoft1@gmail.com. 

I think that this is becoming a good newsletter. 

With a little help from you, it will be a great 

newsletter. 

 

Thanx, again, 

—Mike 

Vol 1 Iss 03  March 2018 

 Your Magic Lamp to the Santa Maria Valley Genealogy Society 

G e n I e 

© 2018 by SMVGS  Page 3 of 3 

February refreshments table. 

Newspaper from the Site of the 

Month (see page 2). 

Here is a last minute addition 

from our Treasurer, Shirley: 

https://ancestralfindings.com/10

-must-genealogy-projects-

march/ 


