
Below are the details of the voting that took place on January 21st at the General Mem-
bership Meeting. Thank you to everyone who voted on time via email or Zoom! 
 

A majority vote in favor of amending Article V: Meeting. Section 1a. 
“Membership meeting shall be held monthly except July, August, and December.” 
Amended to read: “Membership meeting shall be held monthly except June, July, 
August and December.” 
 

A majority vote in favor of waiving membership dues owed by current society 
members for the 2021 calendar year (because of COVID-19). 
 

A majority vote in favor of having our 2020 elected officers remain in their current 
positions until voting takes place in February 2022 (because of COVID-19). 

 

We’re happy to announce that we have a new society member! Mel Silva joined our 
society in January, though she attended a few of our meetings at Maramonte Park last 
year. Kennedy, Clark, and Clements are the surnames that Mel is researching in her 
family line. Hopefully, we can welcome her in person very soon. 
 

It was advertised quite a bit last year, 
but here it is again! RootsTech Con-
nect, a FREE, virtual family history 
conference sponsored by Fami-
lySearch, will be broadcast at the end 
of this month, 25-27 February. From RootsTech Support: “The conference will start early in the 
morning in the Pacific on February 25th and follow the sun around the globe 24 hours per 
day. You can join at whatever times are convenient for you. All class sessions and discovery 
content will be available on demand, so you can watch at whatever time works for you. For this 
reason, you’re not confined to watching at a specific time. In addition, all recorded classes will 
be on the site and available to view until the next RootsTech. Mainstage presentations will also 
be available on demand after the second day. The virtual expo hall will be open throughout the 
event as well.” The list of keynote presenters has been published and here is a partial list: Lorena 
Ochoa, Francesco Lotoro, Sharon Morgan, Nick Vujicic, Sunetra Sarker, Diego Lugano, Astrid 
Tuminez, and Erik Avari. Check the RootsTech website for more details about these speakers, 
registration, and the conference. https://www.rootstech.org 
 
Remember to watch for the February General Meeting Zoom link on or about February 16th. 
 

Sandy Peterson, SMVGS President 
On.line@gte.net 

Hello SMVGS Members! 
 

Last month, a small group attended our Zoom 
meeting, and it turned out very well. The meeting ran 
for the maximum time for nonsubscription groups of 
40 minutes. During that time, we held voting on three 
items. A few stories were shared by members, as 
well. Please consider trying out our Zoom link this 
month on February 18th at 2:00 PM. I’ll be 
interviewing local Santa Maria Valley Historical 
Society Museum’s Executive Director, Cindy 
Ransick. We’ll learn about museum projects and 
interesting facts. The museum is at 616 S. Broadway, 
Santa Maria. Watch for the Zoom link to be sent 1-2 
days before the meeting. (If you need help with 

setting up Zoom, let me know asap.) See the museum’s website for current hours of 
operation: https://santamariahistory.com. Their website is full of great links and local 
history information, too. 
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Here are a few great ideas from Deanna Baker:  
 
“Since we commemorate President’s Day and Valentine’s 
Day this month, you might consider using these holidays 

as writing prompts for your 
family history. Do you have any 
memorable 3-day weekend adventures 
or family connections to Presidents 
Washington or Lincoln you could rec-
ord for your family? Maybe you know 
the story of how your parents or grand-
parents met? Perhaps Valentine’s Day 
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Chinese New Year 
 
February 12th is the starts the 2021 Chinese New Year. Do you know 
this is the year of the Ox?  According to https://chinesenewyear.net, 
the celebrations can last up to 16 days, and culminate on February 26th 
with the Lantern Festival. Here’s a quote from the website, the festival 
“began over 2000 years ago, the festival has developed many 
meanings. It celebrates family reunions and society. It features ancient 
spiritual traditions. Some also call this the “true” Chinese Valentine’s 
Day” ties in nicely with what our society is all about. Thanks for the 
information, Shirley Brady! 

Is ruling in the 

genes? All presi-

dents bar one are 

directly descended 

from a medieval 

English king. 
 

• 12-year-old girl created family tree linking 42 of 
43 U.S. presidents to King John of England, 
who signed Magna Carta in 1215. 

 

• Only eighth president, Martin Van Buren, was 
not related to John. 

 

The remarkable discovery was made by 12-year-old 
BridgeAnne d’Avignon, of Salinas, California, who 
created a ground-breaking family tree that connected 42 
of 43 U.S. presidents to one common, and rather unex-
pected, ancestor: King John of England.  

https://www.dailymail.co.uk 

Here’s a great love story 
from Shirley Brady: 
 
“My grandmother wasn't happy 
that my father wasn't dating 
any Chinese girls. His mother 
wasn't able to keep the family 
together after her husband died, 
so my father wasn't in a tradi-
tional Chinese family environ-
ment. He played the ukulele, 
had poker parties and played 
golf. Years later, a cousin told 
me she remembered my father. 
She thought he was so sophisti-
cated because he used a fork 
instead of chopsticks. My 
grandmother couldn't read or 

write so had to have some-
one write her letters to send 
back to China. She heard 
about a young Chinese girl 
who had come to Hawaii. 
My grandmother and some 
other women got together 
and arranged for the young 
girl, my mother, to come 
over to write letters for my 
grandmother. They arranged 
it so that my mother always 
came over when my father 
was there! Eventually, my 
father and mother dated and 
got married. Their wedding 
took place at my father’s 

https://chinesenewyear.net

