
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello SMVGS Members & Friends, 

 
Last month, Nancy Converse gave a wonderful 
presentation about the books located in the Santa 
Maria Family History Center. Part of her 
presentation was about how the books are 
organized by geographical regions within the 
center. We learned that there is a file on each 
Family History Center computer with a nearly 
complete listing of these books. She showed us 
how to look up our own SMVGS collection of 
books held at the Santa Maria Public Library. 
Books really are still relevant! Thanks, Nancy! 
 
After we heard from Nancy, we discussed the 
slate of officers. Our voting is set for February 
17th, at our next general meeting. Although we 
tried very hard to stick to our prescribed 

schedule, we decided to postpone our 
presentation of the slate until February 3rd. The 

information will be sent out by email. Again, we appreciate your patience. 
 
Next month, at our February meeting, besides 
voting for officers, we will be hearing from 
Corrine Ardoin, a local author. Some of you may 
remember Corrine and her husband, Dan, who 
attended our meetings in the past. You can visit 
Corrine’s website at https://www.ardoin.us/corrine/ 
to learn more about the books she’s written. Two 
of her books have a family history slant to them 
and we’re eager to hear how she did the research 
for these books. Corrine loves storytelling, and 
we’ll have an opportunity to hear how she 
develops her complex family stories. Please try to 
attend in-person at the SMFHC (908 Sierra Madre) 
on February 17th at 2:15pm; masks are required. We’ll offer a Zoom link 
for this meeting; it will be sent out about two days in advance. 
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Nancy presenting at our 
January Meeting 

https://www.ardoin.us/corrine/
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President’s Message (continued from page 1) 
 
ROOTSTECH CONNECT will be here before you know it! Please look into 
registering for this amazing virtual family history conference, which spans three 
days: March 3rd, 4th, and 5th. Register for FREE at www.familysearch.org/rootstech/. 
They have already announced four keynote speakers, plus there will be hundreds of 
classes offered for beginning through advanced researchers. In the Expo Hall, many 
vendors will sell their genealogy-related products, usually at discounted rates during 
the conference. You’ll want to attend! 
 
As you can see in the “Save the Date” list, SLOCGS is still planning a trip to Salt Lake City in May. They have secured a block 
of rooms at the Plaza Hotel at a discounted rate for the group. The main reason for the trip is to do hands-on research at the 
Family History Library. A trip preparation meeting is set for February 26th. The information and registration flyer can be viewed 
here: https://slocgs.org/event/salt-lake-city-trip/. Contact SLOCGS as soon as possible if you are interested in going on the trip. 
 

SAVE THE DATE items to add to your calendar: 
 

1. February 4th: SMVGS Board meeting, 11:00am, request place or zoom at on.line@gte.net. 
2. February 17th: Program: Author Corrine Ardoin & election of officers, 2:15pm, SMFHC. 
3. March 3rd-5th: Virtual RootsTech 2022, FREE registration at familysearch.org/rootstech/. 
4. March 17th: Program: RootsTech Favorites, 2:15pm, SMFHC. 
5. May 1st thru 8th, 2022: SLOCGS trip to Salt Lake City, Utah. More info at www.slocgs.org.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
Sandy Peterson 
SMVGS President 

 
 
 
 
 

: Go to www.smvgs.org to see the updates. Calendar items, past 
newsletters, contact information, research links, and more can be found on our website. 

 
 
ed note: After 16 years as curator of the Santa Maria Valley Historical Museum, Cindy Ransick is moving 
on. She is moving back to Arkansas to be with her mother. In the time that Cindy has been curator, the 
museum databases have grown to over 30,000 Santa Maria photographs, over 12,000 obituaries starting in 
the late 1800s, over 3,000 Santa Maria High School yearbook pictures with links to obituaries. Also, since 
Cindy has been at the museum, we have published eight books and six Clif Notes, the latest being Crime 
and Punishment in the Santa Maria Valley, and Clif Note: How Our Streets Were Named. Just before 
COVID, Cindy did a remodel of the museum; if you haven’t been there lately, you haven’t been there.  

 
 

The Santa Maria Family History Center hours are: 
Tuesday – Thursday, 10:00am – 2:00pm 

Tuesday & Wednesday, 6:30pm – 8:30pm 
1st & 3rd Sundays, 1:30pm - 4:30pm 
908 Sierra Madre, Santa Maria, CA 

ca_santamaria@familyhistorymail.org 
805-928-4722 

The FHC costs nothing to use and is open to the public. 
Masks must be worn in the FHC at this time. 

 

Visit the Research Library at 
The Santa Maria Valley Historical Society Museum 

Tuesday - Saturday 
11:00am to 4:pm 

616 South Broadway, Santa Maria, CA 
santamariahistory.com  

smvshmuseum@outlook.com 
805-922-3130 

http://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/
https://slocgs.org/event/salt-lake-city-trip/
http://www.slocgs.org
http://www.smvgs.org
mailto:ca_santamaria@familyhistorymail.org
mailto:ca_santamaria@familyhistorymail.org
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A note from our Treasurer:  

 

Dues for 2022 are now payable.  Please send checks to treasurer or give to Sandy at meeting.   

 $15 individual     $25 family 

Shirley Brady 

ed note: Several people have contacted us asking for help. Please read the following messages and, if you can give assistance, it will 
be appreciated. And, of course, keep me informed so that I can share whatever you do with the rest of the membership.  
 

********************************************************* 
Hello, Santa Maria genealogists!  
 
I'm a professor at the University of Wisconsin, working on a book about a family that married into the Clarks of Point Sal. 
Grace Clark, who married John Henry Strong, was one of the younger members of this family. She and her older sister, 
who lived in Santa Maria as Anna English, shared their memories of Point Sal and old Santa Maria in newspaper stories 
and at least one book over the years. 
 
Grace and Henry are buried in the Santa Maria Cemetery. Their daughter Hazel (1898-1976) married William Harvey 
Hite and moved to Long Beach; their son Raymond (1900-1967) lived in Santa Maria and later Orcutt. The last Strong I 
know to have lived in Santa Maria was Melvin (1905-1955), who was Grace and Henry Strong's youngest son. 
 
I'm living in Arroyo Grande through mid-April and would dearly love to communicate with anybody who is, or knows of, 
any descendants of the Strong family. I would really appreciate any leads! I have a lot more genealogical information to 
share about the Clarks of Point Sal if it will help jog memories. 
 
My email address is: casmith24@wisc.edu. 
 
Through April 14, I can be reached at: P.O. Box 131, Arroyo Grande, CA 93421. 
 
Thanks! 
 
Catherine Arnott Smith, PhD 
Professor 
The Information School 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
 
 

********************************************************* 
 
Now that I have moved to Washington state I don’t have quite the opportunity to keep in touch with the Santa Maria 
valley that I’d like, but believe me I haven’t forgotten all of you. Recently I was contacted by another genealogist who 
was working on the Bradley family (of which he is a part) and it got me digging again. 
  
Long story short – is there anyone who is interested in talking about Reuben Hart?  I have made a few discoveries that 
are maybe not new but don’t seem to be common knowledge about his Derbyshire family roots.  A second opinion 
would be much appreciated! 
  
Sincerely, 
Jim Harris 
2023 Lotzgesell Rd 
Sequim, WA 98382 
cobrapatrol@verizon.net 

 

mailto:casmith24@wisc.edu
mailto:cobrapatrol@verizon.net
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The Ventura County Genealogical Society is presenting a Family History program on Saturday, February 19, 2022, 
from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. It is a free event, open to all. For more information, visit our website: 


